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The Benefice of Burford
with Fulbrook, Taynton, Asthall, Swinbrook and Widford

Welcome to our Benefice Profile. We 
hope you enjoy reading about our 
journey and the kind of Vicar we feel 
will help us to continue to grow and 
develop our Christian community.  
Perhaps you will feel you are being 
called to join us.

You are very welcome to come and 
visit us and to talk with us. Please 
do not hesitate to contact Andrew 
Butcher, Burford Church Warden, at 
andrewbutcher@burfordchurch.org 
or Lyn Bibbings Burns, Fulbrook Church 
Warden, at lynbibbings1@gmail.com.

You can also find out more about us on 
our websites; 

burfordchurch.org

burfordchurch.org/st-james-the-great-fulbrook

burfordchurch.org/st-john-the-evangelist-taynton

burfordchurch.org/st-marys-swinbrook

warwickhallburford.org

burfordchurch.org/st-nicholas-asthall
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Foreword by the Bishop of Dorchester  17th December 2018

Anyone attempting to describe this benefice in simple (or dare one say, simplistic) terms is in for a complex and less than helpful task.

On the one hand there are the Morning Services at Burford itself with substantial congregations coming both from the town, but 
also from much further afield, drawn by the worship, the preaching, and the excellent provision for children and young people, to 
name just three aspects of its life.  On the other hand, and no less significant, are the congregations based in the village churches 
of the benefice with the one at Swinbrook having expanded enormously numerically in recent months first through a ‘graft’ from 
Burford but subsequently from further local growth.

So what size are the benefice’s congregations?  And what sort of leader is needed for them?  In one respect, in Church Growth 
language, it is a benefice that is becoming a ‘Programme’ Church, having been of a ‘Pastoral’ size for many years.  Such a Church 
needs a leader who can grasp the dynamics of a complex organisation – and who certainly does not expect to do everything 
themselves.  Equally it contains, in the villages, several ‘Family’ size congregations who need a different leadership style and 
engagement by the clergy and wider ministry team.

Theologically too there is no sense of a monolithic uniformity.  Good expository preaching has been foundational for much spiritual 
and numerical growth over at least the past 20 years, and many members of the congregations, particularly at Burford, would 
identify, broadly speaking, with a Conservative Evangelical approach to Scripture but I was interested, at a recent meeting of the 
Benefice’s PCCs, to discover a considerable diversity of view on, for instance, sexuality.

The key thing, I think, is that the Benefice needs an incumbent with a big vision for ministry to the whole of each community – one 
that includes everyone and which reaches out with God’s love to all.  The recent works on developing the Warwick Hall, coupled 
with smaller, but significant, developments in the villages provide a major opportunity for further numerical and spiritual growth.

In saying that, I am also reminded of what I think is the foundation of all that has been going on spiritually not just in Burford, but in 
other parts of the Cotswolds, in recent years.  It was, I believe, over 30 years ago that a group of people began praying specifically 
for this part of the country and it is their inheritance under God that we all enter into – an inheritance for which I am very grateful 
and I look forward to welcoming a new vicar to share it. 
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Overview of the Benefice of Burford with Fulbrook, 
Taynton, Asthall, Swinbrook and Widford

Our location 

The Benefice is centred in and around the historic medieval Cotswolds town of Burford 
in West Oxfordshire, close to the border with Gloucestershire. It is situated midway 
between Oxford to the east and Cheltenham to the west. Both are about 20 miles 
away. Burford is often described as the “Gateway to the Cotswolds”. It is the hub of the 
Benefice and has the largest church. The three other Parishes and five other Churches 
are spread along the Windrush Valley.

Our journey 

The focus of development within the Benefice over the past 20 years has been 
primarily in Burford.  During this period, under the spiritual guidance and leadership 
of our previous incumbent Richard Coombs, the Church in Burford has achieved 
truly wonderful development and growth of its congregation, its children and youth 
work, the pastoral activities, prayer and home groups. Around 230 people including 
children and teenagers now regularly attend the 11.00am service. 

Adjacent to the church is the Warwick Hall, an award winning redevelopment of the 
church hall and community meeting place - the culmination of 10 years of praying, 
planning, fund-raising and building.  Opened in 2016, the facility plays a key part 
in the Benefice Ministry, serving as a centre for youth work, the elderly and small 
groups plus a venue for receptions, parties and a wide range of community events.  

One of the main challenges in Burford is to maintain the positive momentum and to 
continue to grow. 

The other parishes face a challenge to grow their congregations. Each of the 
churches has distinctive characteristics in their congregations and traditional styles 
of worship. In contrast to Burford their congregations are mostly drawn from the 
villages they serve. Some have been experiencing declining congregations. The 
reasons for this differ from parish to parish but include the elderly nature of the 
congregations and the increasing number of weekenders in the villages. However, 
in 2017 about twenty congregants from Burford church were invited to join the 
Swinbrook congregation to start a new 11.00am service.  Subsequent growth means 
that the church is now full week by week. 

The provision of a variety of regular services and activities across the Benefice is 
enabled by a strong team of clergy and a very large number of lay volunteers. 
We are looking for a new Vicar to help us celebrate and build on the strengths of 
each parish church, respecting their individual characteristics, traditions, existing 
congregations and styles of worship while recognising that we need to introduce 
some developments to reflect the specific needs of the communities we serve.

TAYNTON

FULBROOK

BURFORD

ASTHALL AND 
SWINBROOK WITH 

WIDFORD

Map of the Benefice
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We value 

• The Bible; hearing of God’s love in Jesus

• Prayer and worship; responding to God’s love in Jesus

• Mission; sharing God’s love in Jesus

• Community; experiencing God’s love in Jesus

Our congregations appreciate the Bible-based ministries, the diversity of worship styles, 
the regularity of communion and Eucharist services and the warm fellowship of our 
church communities.

Our Mission 

The churches seek to fulfil the Great Commission of the Lord Jesus to ‘go and make 
disciples of all nations’, Matt 28: 19. 

We are committed to the Gospel. Our Ministries are Bible based, Christ centred, and 
cross and resurrection focused. We proclaim Jesus’s call for repentance and his offer of 
forgiveness. Like him, we are concerned for the world, Luke 24: 44 – 49.

Our Vision and is this for you? 

Our vision is to create an open and welcoming environment to encourage 
everyone in our Benefice on their journey of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.  We wish 
to retain the variety of churchmanship, to reach out more than we do in all of our 
communities, to strengthen pastoral care and to send workers out further in the 
Lord’s service.

We have a Benefice which in the goodness of God has grown considerably over 
the last 20 years in terms both of activities and congregations and we are looking 
for someone who wants to oversee yet further growth in God’s kingdom in our 
part of rural West Oxfordshire. 

We need a strong servant leader who has the energy and enthusiasm to build from 
our current situation.  If you have a strong desire to see God’s kingdom advanced 
through relying on the power of the Word, the equipping of the Holy Spirit, and 
prayer, this may be for you. We love and celebrate our different congregations 
where very many people are actively involved in the life and work of the church 
but there is still an enormous amount to do.  

The congregations will strongly support a vicar who is courageous in developing 
our congregations and integrating the churches of the Benefice. The eight 
churchwardens meet regularly with the clergy in order to share ideas, experiences 
and discuss issues across the benefice.  We see this is as the beginning of an 
exciting new phase of life in the benefice.

The foundation stone 
at the entrance to 
the Warwick Hall
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The Role 
We are looking and praying for someone who has been called to be Christ-like: 
contemplative, compassionate and courageous and who has strong qualities of 
leadership, initiative, enthusiasm and energy to meet the challenges of the Benefice.

Our prime requirement is that our incoming vicar will ‘Preach the Word … in season and 
out of season; [to] correct, rebuke and encourage – with great patience and careful 
instruction’ (2 Timothy 4:2). This requirement is something that should permeate every 
area of our worship and service, and not merely be a Sunday activity.

More specifically, we are looking to appoint a minister who: 

1. Is a strong Bible-based preacher and teacher, capable of expounding the Bible 
engagingly, with insight and application to contemporary issues and the challenges 
of daily living; 

2. Places an emphasis on prayer and is looking to grow in personal holiness in 
dependence on the Holy Spirit;

3. Will be a good shepherd of all the people within the Benefice with a commitment to 
pastoral care;

4. Is an inspiring and enabling spiritual leader able to develop with us a vision for the life 
of the Church within the Benefice;

5. Is a capable and collaborative leader and team player who has abilities and 
expertise in the successful management of a relatively complex organisation;

6. Will support and encourage the different worshipping styles across the Benefice;

7. Will support and develop lay involvement in the parishes;

8. Will be committed to the maintenance and development of the children and youth 
work;

9. Will be a key and visible member of the entire communities. 

The Person Specification 
We seek someone who:

In Qualifications and Training 
is an ordained priest within the Church of England, or recognised Church, and has 
satisfactorily completed Initial Ministerial Education; has a minimum of graduate 
level education and is up to date with Church of England safeguarding training;

In Christian life 
is a committed Bible-believing Christian, has a deep love for the Lord evidenced 
in life and ministry, has a pattern of daily devotions, and adheres to the supreme 
authority of the Bible;

In Experience 
has had the joy of bringing people to Christ; 
has helped people to spiritual maturity; 
has successfully held a significant leadership and management responsibility;

In Knowledge, skills and competencies 
leads by example to motivate, energize and facilitate the ministry of the church,  
has the administrative skills and personal character to work with and through 
others,  
is able to train others to share in the ministry of the church,  
is willing and able to delegate responsibility,  
is a good communicator, 
is able to take a leadership role in safeguarding;

In General Attributes  
is a person of truth and integrity, has a strong but humble personality, 
is personable and approachable with good interpersonal skills, and maintains a 
healthy work – life balance.
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The Benefice 

Our location

The Benefice runs along the Windrush valley in the rural heartland of West Oxfordshire.  
Historically many of the local farms were engaged in sheep farming and Burford was 
an important centre for the wool trade.  The area remains predominantly agricultural 
to this day, with Burford and each village separated by farm land.  Residential 
development in the villages has been relatively limited to date and there is very 
little light industrial employment within the Benefice.   Burford is an important tourist 
destination with a range of shops and eating places; by contrast the villages are very 
largely residential and have few facilities.  Residents of the Benefice include people 
who have lived in their village or the area for a generation or more, but they are 
outnumbered by those who were not born in the area.

Administratively, the Benefice sits within the area of the West Oxfordshire District Council 
and much is within the Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. The chief 
employers locally are tourism, education and the nearby RAF Brize Norton.

Schools in the Benefice (children also attend other nearby schools): 

Burford Pre School www.burford-preschool.org.uk

Burford Primary School burford-pri.oxon.sch.uk

An academy within the Oxford Diocesan School Trust, the primary school was 
rated as good by Ofsted in October 2018. The church has regular involvement 
with the school, such as the curate or vicar being invited onto the board of 
governors. A team from the church leads an ‘Open the Book’ assembly each week. 
Harvest and Leavers’ services are held in the church each year.

Burford School (State Boarding School) www.burford.oxon.sch.uk

Founded in 1571 the school has been an academy since 2012. Unusually for a state 
school, it has a Boarding House for 100 pupils which is located next to Burford 
Church. It was rated good by Ofsted in June 2018

There has been a CU at the school, often run by a member of the staff team of the 
church. The Curate sits on the governing body.

BURFORD
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The Benefice 

Community

The vicar has traditionally been involved in some specific local community and charitable 
activities, which take about 3 or 4 hours in total per month. The vicar has been:

• President of the Friends of Burford Church

• Chair of the Burford Benefice Bartholomew Trust

• Chair of the Burford, Upton & Signet Welfare Trust

• Member of the Burford Charity Trustees, which is responsible for the local Alms Houses 
amongst other things

• Governor of both the Burford Primary School and the Burford School Foundation, 
although sometimes the curate takes on this role

The Bartholomew Trust

Each of the four parishes holds a part share in the Burford Benefice Bartholomew Trust. 
The Trust’s objectives are the advancement of the Christian religion and of education, 
and such other charitable purposes as are beneficial to the community in the Burford 
Benefice with Fulbrook, Taynton, Asthall, Swinbrook and Widford. Its responsibilities 
include the provision of assistance to the clergy within the Benefice by various 
charitable means. In this respect, the Trust owns 20 Oxford Road, Burford providing the 
accommodation for the Curate.

The Bridge

This is a popular monthly local magazine that covers events and people in Benefice. 
There are past editions of the magazine on the website. www.thebridgeburford.co.uk

The Burford Surgery 

www.burfordsurgery.co.uk

Issues and concerns
Housing developments – there is a need for more affordable housing in the area whilst 
trying to balance maintaining its natural beauty. There is also a concern that many houses 
that do come onto the market are bought by second home owners who only stay in 
them part of the time. Road traffic – there is concern about the effect on the many listed 
buildings in the town of heavy goods vehicles being driven through the town.

When there is a fifth Sunday in the month, our 9.30am services in the separate churches 
are replaced by a Benefice Communion Service in one of the churches.
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Our Congregations 

Attendance data taken from 2017 Annual Report

Weeks
*Denotes Holy Communion

Average adult  
attendance in 2017

Burford 8.00am BCP 1*, 2*, 3*, 4*, 5* 8

9.30am BCP / CW 1*, 2, 3*, 4 33

11.00am 1, 2*, 3, 4, 5 148

Fulbrook 9.30am BCP / CW 1, 2*, 3, 4* 28

Taynton 9.30am BCP / CW 1* 13

6.00pm BCP 3 13

Asthall 9.30am BCP / CW 3* 10

6.00pm BCP 2 10

Swinbrook 11.00am CW 1* 2, 3, 4, 5 75

Widford 6.00am BCP 4
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When there is a fifth Sunday 
in the month, our 9.30am 
services in the separate 
churches are replaced by a 
Benefice Communion Service 
in one of the churches.
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Prayer meetings 

Weekly

• 12.30 – 1.30pm on Mondays in the Chapel of the Holy Spirit, Burford Church. 

• 7.00 – 8.00pm on Mondays at Swinbrook Church.

• 7.30 – 8.15am on Wednesdays, Early Morning Prayer in the Chapel of the Holy Spirit, Burford Church. 

• 7.30am on Thursdays, Morning Prayer in the Chapel of the Holy Spirit, Burford Church.

• 5.00pm on Thursdays, Quiet Prayer in Fulbrook Church.

Monthly

• The Benefice Central Prayer Meeting is at 7.45pm on the first Wednesday of the month in the Warwick Hall.

• Fulbrook Prayer 6.30-7.30pm on the second Monday of the month at Fulbrook Church.

• Prayer for the Persecuted Church on the second Monday of the month in the Warwick Hall.

Quarterly

• The Benefice Central Prayer meeting is held jointly with the other churches which comprise the North Cotswold Gospel 
Partnership (http://ncgp.org.uk/), a group of evangelical churches seeking to ‘work together for the mutual encouragement in 
the work of the gospel’, in prayer and practice, such as sharing resources when putting on evangelistic events.

© 2018 Burford Benefice // Registered Charity 1130342

Occasional 
Offices

Weddings Baptisms Funerals

2016 2017 2018 2016 2017 2018 2016 2017 2018

Burford 13 8 12 5 7 6 16 11 16

Taynton 3 0 2 0 0 0 1 2 3

Fulbrook 0 3 0 0 0 3 0 2 3

Asthall 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Swinbrook 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 6

Widford 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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Warwick Hall 

www.warwickhallburford.org 

The redeveloped Warwick Hall was opened by the Rt Rev Colin Fletcher, Bishop of 
Dorchester, in September 2016. The redevelopment was a big, bold and scary project 
which would only have succeeded if God enabled it. And he did! The ten years of praying, 
planning, fund-raising and building has given us an award-winning facility of two halls, 
three meeting rooms and a community café. These are supported by a very modern 
kitchen and by a substantial storage area.

It has enabled the ministry of the Benefice to expand and is a multi-purpose venue for the 
community. 

The building is filled by some 80 children and young adults on Sunday mornings. It is used 
for a weekly Monday club, Time Out, for the elderly; a monthly day for the elderly, Friday 
Focus; Mother and baby group, Rock-a-Tots, amongst many other events. 

It is a venue for wedding receptions, parties and other community events such as a 
monthly jazz club, and exercise classes. 

In total the Warwick Hall is the location for more than 50 different activities, some 
weekly, some monthly and some annual or one-off. Usage breaks down into church 51%, 
community and charity 28%, café 18% and commercial 3%.

The success of the facility presents a challenge to ensure it is operating as well as it should 
and is always contributing to the mission of the Benefice.

We are delighted to record the prestigious awards received during 2017 by the  
Warwick Hall Community Centre for its design and use.

Civic Voice Design Awards Winner in New Building Category 
Civic Voice Design Awards Special Conservation Area Award 
RIBA National Award Winner 
Church Architecture Awards Winner in New Church Building Category 
Architect’s Journal Architecture Awards Heritage Project of the Year 
Architect’s Journal Architecture Awards Design of the Year 
Architect’s Journal Retrofit Awards Listed building under £5M 
Architect’s Journal Retrofit Awards Overall Project of the Year 
RIBA South Award Winner 
RIBA South Conservation Award Winner 
RICS South East, Community Benefit Highly Commended

© 2018 Burford Benefice // Registered Charity 1130342 10



Organisation 

Safeguarding 

In addition to paid staff, the Benefice has a very large number of volunteers (more than 
100 in Burford alone) undertaking work in many areas of service to the church and 
community, for example, the pastoral teams, children and youth work, support for older 
adults and small group leaders as well as the day to day running of the churches including 
Churchwardens, bell ringers and choirs.  Additionally, issues that arise when there are many 
people and activities every week have to be addressed appropriately and sensitively. It is 
a challenge to ensure everyone has the relevant training and support in line with the new 
Church of England Safeguarding guidelines but we are making good progress with this 
ongoing programme of work.   

Burford Taynton Fulbrook ASW

Church Wardens
Andrew Butcher 

Jane Poulson
Joanna Knight 

Lucinda Negretti
John Ratcliffe 

Lyn Bibbings Burns
Robin Meech 

Hugo Codrington

PCC membership 20 7 8 7

PCC meetings 6 + APCM 3 + APCM 3 + APCM 3 + APCM

Stdg Committe  
meetings

6

Electoral roll 188 28 57 26

© 2018 Burford Benefice // Registered Charity 1130342 11



Burford 

The Town 

Burford is built on a hill, with the High Street sloping steeply from the high Wolds north 
to the River Windrush which is crossed by a fine three arched medieval bridge. It is often 
referred to as the ‘gateway’ to the Cotswolds. 

The town was granted a Charter in 1090. By the 17th century, Burford’s role as an 
important centre of the wool trade had resulted in it becoming one of the four wealthiest 
towns in the county and this is evidenced today by the many fine mediaeval buildings 
which remain.

The 2011 Census recorded the population of Burford parish as 1,410.

Burford is very popular with tourists some of whom base themselves here for several days 
whilst others come for a day or part day. Many visitors come from overseas including 
Japanese visitors who come on a daily tour of the Cotswolds. The visitors support a 
wide range and large number of businesses that would not normally survive in a town of 
Burford’s size.

Much local information about the town is available on the Burford Town Council website  
burfordtown.com

This gives information on the library, shopping, eating and staying, as well as local 
attractions and what’s on.

The church and town support the very successful and well attended Burford Festival which 
was launched in 2001 and is run entirely by volunteers. It is held every two years. It will run 
this year from 6 to 16 June. As previously, the 2019 Festival will continue to be broad-based 
with a programme of music, theatre, film, talks, tours and community events including 
the Open Gardens weekend. The opening banquet is held in the church and many of the 
activities are held in the Warwick Hall. 

www.burfordfestival.org
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The Church 
St John the Baptist, Burford, is a Grade 1 listed building that welcomes over 100,000 
visitors each year, making it one of the top 10 visited churches in the country. Literature 
in different languages is available in the church and information on how the Bible helps 
with topics of life are often well received by visitors. The building dates from 1175 with the 
structure completed in the fifteenth century. There are notable architectural features, 
such as the Harman memorial and the Tanfield Tomb. 

The church building is usually open from 9.00am until 5.00pm every day with a verger in 
attendance. The Churchyard was closed in 1946 and a cemetery opened on the edge of 
the town.

A Quinquennial Inspection was carried out during 2018. The report indicates that the 
Church building is in reasonably good condition Nothing serious was unearthed. The PCC 
has agreed expenditure from the Fabric Fund for the necessary repairs. 

Worship
St John the Baptist has some traditional and some less formal services. Three 
services happen most Sundays. The 8.00am Communion Service uses the Book of 
Common Prayer. The 9:30am service uses Common Worship, with a choir once a 
month.

The 11.00am service is more informal using collects and appropriate liturgy. It 
attracts a congregation of around 230, including many families with children, most 
of whom come from the surrounding villages and towns. The number of Burford 
residents who attend is relatively small. Worship, a mix of traditional hymns and 
modern songs, is led by a worship leader of a band of musicians often playing 
with the organ and is sensitive to the Holy Spirit. The service provides a crèche. 
The children leave after about 15 minutes for their own teaching and activities. 
Services are led by members of the clergy, including lay ministers. High quality, 
Biblical teaching is welcomed and expected with sermons typically lasting 20 to 25 
minutes. Prayer ministry is available after every 11.00am service.

There is also a Holy Communion service held mid-morning every Wednesday.

Prayer is extremely important to us. During the week there are prayer meetings 
in the church on Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. Earlier in 2018 we had a 
Week of Prayer and another is planned for this Spring.

There are annual special services, such as Easter, Harvest and Remembrance. At 
Christmas there are carol services, civic and parish, as well as a donkey service 
which is an all age service. The Vicar leads the annual Remembrance Service at 
the war memorial in town. This has grown in importance with about 200 local 
people attending, and the main road closed to traffic for the duration.

© 2018 Burford Benefice // Registered Charity 1130342 13



Children and Youth
Families are important to us and we have made it a priority to welcome them and to 
help the younger generation to know and trust Jesus as their Lord and Saviour and 
build their lives on Him.

The children and youth ministry for the benefice is based around the 11 o’clock service 
at Burford Church where we have about 80 children attending Sunday JAM (Jesus 
And Me) each week. We teach the children in small groups, where we discuss a Bible 
passage and we think about how to live for Jesus in our everyday lives. We pray, learn 
Bible verses and the younger children have activities, games and crafts to help reinforce 
the main teaching point and we have fun!

On the 4th Sunday in the month, instead of groups, we have our JAM Praise Service and 
a 6pm Rock Solid evening event for the teenagers. 

We look forward to working with our new vicar, hope they will be involved in teaching 
the younger generation and that they join us for our annual camping weekend!

Psalm 78 v4b says “We will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of the LORD, 
his power, and the wonders he has done”.

Our numbers by age group as at September 2018 

Plum (Pre-school) 6 Raspberry (Reception Year)  7

Peach (Year 1 & 2) 8 Apricot (Year 3) 15

Blackberry (Year 4) 11 Mulberry (Years 5 & 6)  10

Rock Solid (Years 7 – 9)  24

Weekday – young and not so young
We have several groups that meet each week, such as ‘Rock a Tots’, a play and 
musical group for toddlers and parents and/or carers. 

‘Time Out’ and ‘Friday Focus’ are provided for elderly members of the Benefice. Both 
give opportunity for participants to make friends, socialise, chat and find out about 
different topics of interest often with people invited to speak. 

‘Time Out’ developed out of a local authority sponsored day centre, which would 
have folded when the funding ceased at the end of March 2018. It is part funded by 
the Burford Charity Trustees 

‘Friday Focus’ commenced in 2016 as a church initiative, with the express intentions 
of encouraging people in their Christian faith or of introducing them to the person 
of Jesus Christ.

© 2018 Burford Benefice // Registered Charity 1130342

Sunday JAM

Rock a Tots Children ready to serve the congregation after 
their ‘Service Sunday’, November 2018
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Friday Focus

Burford Primary School
and Burford School

Small groups and training
Small (home) groups – 9 in total

Men’s Groups – 2

Women’s Bible study Groups – 7

Revive – for those in their 20s and 30s

Those attending our small groups number in excess of 170 with about 20 in more than 
one group. Recently we have studied Hebrews and Acts of the Apostles, which will 
continue into 2019. Most women’s groups have been studying Genesis but some have 
worked through a Bible overview. The focus in the first half of 2019 will be Ephesians.

We regularly hold Alpha, Life Explored, Christianity Explored and Uncover programmes. 
Participants join having been to services, other church activities and events, or through 
personal invitation.

Occasional programmes: 
 Marriage Preparation 
 Marriage Course 
 Parenting Course

We often have members of the congregation attending the South Central Gospel 
Partnership’s Ministry Training Course in Oxford. Two are attending this year.

Local schools
We have good links with the Primary School where we take an Open the Book 
assembly each week and hold harvest and leavers’ services in the church.

From time to time, we have been able to run a CU and help with RE lessons at 
Burford School. The school’s boarding house is next to the church and we have 
about 20 boarders joining us every Sunday. 

15
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The missions we support

We expect to give 15% of our annual income to missions

Local

Christians Against Poverty 
Besom, Witney 
Thrive, Oxford

International

A Rocha 
Open Doors 
Wycliffe Bible Translators 
Christian Hospital, Quetta 
Crosslinks 
Sat-7 
IFES Graduate Impact 
Tertiary Students Christian Fellowship in New Zealand

Church Office

The church office is based in the Warwick Hall and the staff team is made up of 
Operations Team Leader, Church Secretary Bookings Manager and Facilities Manager..

Finances

The annual income of Burford PCC in 2017 was £483,000 of which £367,000 was received 
by way of regular giving.  However, income and expenditure in 2017 and the previous 
four years was inflated by fundraising for the Warwick Hall. Now that all of the capital 
costs of the building have been settled, income and expenditure in 2018 are both 
running at about £285,000. The Parish Share is £56,000.

In addition, there is a significant fund reserved for the maintenance and repair of the 
fabric of the church’s buildings in Burford. The fund has largely been derived from 
legacies.

Friends of Burford Church

The Friends of Burford Church was founded in 1946. The Friends are committed 
to supporting the PCC through funding improvements to the building which fall 
outside the normal scope of maintenance funds and making grants towards 
other essential work in the church or churchyard. They have initiated a number 
of projects of different sizes over the years. Perhaps the most notable project 
recently has been the creation of a ‘quiet space’ by glassing in the North Transept. 
This was completed in 2015 and now forms ‘The Chapel of the Holy Spirit’, which 
is used primarily for prayer by small groups or individuals and for the mid-week 
communion service.

Wider Church Community

The other churches in Burford are: a Roman Catholic Church, Methodist Church, 
Baptist Church and a Friends Meeting House.
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Fulbrook 

Village

Fulbrook is a village lying half a mile north east of Burford, facing south across the River 
Windrush. The population of Fulbrook is around 420 and their homes are largely spread 
along the A361. A former largely agricultural community is now made up of residents 
employed in Burford, Witney, Oxford or London, but also a large proportion of retired 
villagers who support a range of community and church activities. More information 
about the village can be found at www.fulbrookvillage.net.

Church

St James the Great is a Norman Church, showing traces of earlier Saxon work and 
substantially extended and remodelled in succeeding centuries. The Parish Registers of 
Baptisms, Marriages and Burials date from 1616. In the 15th century tower hangs a ring 
of 6 bells on a bell frame installed in 2004, and these ring out before services to summon 
villagers to worship. The majority of regular members of the Fulbrook congregation are 
residents in the Parish.

A Quinquennial Review (QR) was carried out in 2015 from which the Church was shown 
to be in reasonably good repair, although works are currently planned to restore four 
listed tombs in the churchyard – one dating from the 15th C and three from the 17th C 
and funding is being sought to help pay for this.

Celebrating the new St 
James the Great altar 
linens with the Bishop
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An event in the Fulbrook Meeting Place

A wedding at Fulbrook Church

Community

The village does not have a designated village hall and so the west end of the 
Church has been adapted to make the ‘Fulbrook Meeting Place’ where church 
and community events are held. Events range from regular keep fit classes, a 
monthly meeting of the Fulbrook Forum, a monthly coffee morning and a lunch 
club run by the church as pastoral support for the village, to church fund-raising 
events such as quizzes and concerts.  

The demographic of the village shows residents of all ages, although with 
relatively few young families, but there are a number of senior school age children 
who attend Burford School. However, the majority of regular members of the 
congregation are middle aged or older.  There is one pub in the village although 
this has recently closed and its fate is uncertain.

The regular service is at 9.30am every Sunday (apart from the 5th Sunday of the 
month, when a Benefice Service rotates among the five Benefice churches). Holy 
Communion and Morning Prayer services take place on alternate weeks, varying 
between Common Worship and BCP.  The Church has an organ, and traditional 
hymns and canticles are sung. We have an excellent musician and organist who 
plans and plays the music for us, with two other organists in the village to support 
him.  There is a service of Evensong on one or two Sundays each year, a Taizé 
service takes place three times a year, and a compline service and a service of 
meditation.  We have a service at 11am for Harvest Festival followed by a harvest 
lunch prepared by members of the congregation, and the Act of Remembrance 
starts at 9.30 at the village war memorial – including a bugler to play the Last Post 
– and is followed by a service in the Church. On Christmas Eve the Church is always 
packed for a traditional carol service. There is a weekly open quiet prayer session, 
and a Fulbrook prayer session every second Monday of the month.

Taizé services have been held a few times a year since 2010 and are organised by 
a small group of parishioners and led by a member of the clergy. All are welcome; 
readings and prayers are often read by people from the other denominations 
in Burford – Catholic, Baptist, Methodist and Quaker. It is the only ecumenical 
service in the Benefice and attracts a variety of worshippers who appreciate 
the opportunity for peaceful reflection and meditation and the strong sense of 
spiritual fellowship. 

The average attendance at regular Sunday services was 28 in 2017. The majority 
of these congregants are residents of Fulbrook although a few come from outside 
the Parish or the Benefice. There are 57 persons on the electoral role, and 58 
villagers volunteer for roles for the services: playing the organ, sidesmen, reading 
lessons and leading intercessions. Rotas support Church activities: opening and 
closing the church daily, preparing post-service refreshments, cleaning, flower 
arranging, making soup and cakes for the monthly lunches and coffee mornings, 
maintaining the Churchyard. The Churchwardens undertake pastoral visits, 
although the village is very caring and excellent at looking after its neighbours. In 
fact, it is often difficult to distinguish between church and village life. 

In 2017 there were 3 weddings, 0 baptisms and 2 funerals; in 2018, there have been 
0 weddings, 3 baptisms and 2 funerals.
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Finances

The finances of St James the Great are in reasonable order, with reserves 
adequate for the anticipated areas of maintenance, although successful fund-
raising drives are needed each year to achieve the annual budget at break even.  
Members of the congregation and some villagers are generous in their support, 
but the level of planned giving has to be kept under scrutiny by the PCC.

Views from the Pews

The regular congregation has 
been consulted as to what they 
value now in their church and 
how they would like to see it 
develop.  The overwhelming 
response has been support for 
its traditional forms of worship 
and the importance of the 
Eucharist, appreciation of the 
church’s value to the local 
community and the friendliness 
that goes with that.  For the 
future, to work for wider 
involvement from currently 
non-Church going residents of the Village and whilst not jettisoning the traditional 
worship style, to embrace changes which may broaden participation in Church 
services and activities.

Our congregation’s vision and wishes for the church in 5 years’ time emphasises 
Fulbrook church to be recognised across the Benefice as a place where traditional 
forms of worship and liturgy - including Book of Common Prayer as well as 
Common Worship, on occasions the King James Bible, traditional hymns and 
psalms, on ceremonial occasions the wearing of vestments - can flourish, with 
the plea that other types of service should be additional rather than alternative.  
The Fulbrook congregation seeks continuation of the importance given to 
the sacrament of the Eucharist, to the music at Fulbrook, and to intellectual 
and challenging preaching.  It would like evensong more frequently, the 
ecumenical Taizé service to thrive and regular opportunities for quiet prayer and 
contemplation to be maintained.  
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In terms of outreach and support, pastoral care is important to Fulbrook 
parishioners, and they pray for a Vicar who will be willing personally to respond to 
the pastoral needs of parishioners.  

We hope our new vicar will appreciate that the diversity of worship in the Benefice 
is a strength, will value the services that are offered in Fulbrook and appreciate 
the communion of all Anglican churches, both within and beyond the Benefice.

It is generally accepted that a degree of change is inevitable if we are not 
to stagnate, but we hope to widen our offering of fellowship to our village 
community and beyond. The overriding wish is for a full church, with a lively, 
thriving congregation, serving its community and encouraging a greater number 
of Fulbrook residents to be regular attenders. We will thank God for a full, vibrant 
and hospitable church, offering a welcome and friendship to all in the Benefice as 
well as to all visitors or occasional churchgoers. For this we need to make all our 
services joyful celebrations, but with relevance to the complex world in which we 
live. We need initially to focus particularly on the great festivals of Easter, Christmas 
and Harvest, and on Remembrance Sunday, when we have the opportunity to 
welcome those who are not regular churchgoers. In addition we need to consider 
with our new vicar what additional services may be required to fulfil the needs 
of our community. To do all of this we must with compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and patience recognise our similar and different needs, be tolerant of 
others, and be able to build on what we already have together in Fulbrook church.

A challenge to the Fulbrook church is engagement with younger residents in 
the parish. It is a particular wish that our new Vicar may find a way to enable 
the children from the village to feel comfortable in the church and to come to 
understand that it is at the heart of their community.

Churchgoers attend Fulbrook because they value the largely traditional services, 
especially the sacrament of holy communion, and the music (traditional hymns, 
psalms and the church bells summoning villagers to worship). They appreciate 
the way in which the gospel is preached, and the intercessions led by members of 
the congregation. They like the opportunity to attend small bible study groups.  
They also value the less regular services - the ecumenical and contemplative Taizé 
service, evensong, and of course the extremely popular Christmas carol service. 
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Taynton 

Church

St John the Evangelist church is a Grade II* listed building.  The north aisle and arcade 
date from about 1360.  Much of the rest dates from the end of the 15th century 
although the chancel was rebuilt in 1865. 

A Quinquennial Inspection was carried out in November 2018.  The Report is awaited but 
the Church is in reasonably good condition and it is understood that the Inspection did not 
unearth anything serious 

Community

Many of those who now live in the village are retired or relatively elderly and more 
than a quarter of the houses in the village are second homes.  There are 28 persons 
on the electoral roll.  Although there a number of families in the village, few of the 
children are still living at home.  There is a Village Hall but no shop or pub so the 
Church and the Village Hall are important meeting places.  The Village Hall has 
regular events for those in the village and some of the events also attract those from 
surrounding villages.  

Bellringing is an important activity in the village.  There are five active bell-ringers 
in Taynton including the Benefice Bell Captain; they ring the bells at Taynton as well 
as in Burford and elsewhere in the Benefice.  The tower has a ring of six bells which 
were restored in 2018, the Service of Dedication being conducted by the Bishop of 
Dorchester in April 2018.
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Last year’s restoration of the bells and significant repairs to the Church Tower cost some 
£175,000.  Villagers as a whole (whether or not churchgoers) contributed generously 
to the appeal and also worked hard as fundraisers and held numerous events to raise 
funds (these included a cabaret evening, two concerts in the Church and an Open 
Gardens which attracted over 750 people).

One of the main village events is the biennial village fête to which the whole village 
contributes and which attracts people from far and wide.  Last year (2018) it raised over 
£4,500 for the Church and a similar sum for the Village Hall.    

Worship 

There are two services a month in the Church: Holy Communion at 9.30am on the 1st 
Sunday in the month (alternating between BCP and CW) and Evening Prayer (BCP) at 
6.00pm on the 3rd Sunday.  The demographic of the regular congregation reflects that 
of the village.  There are around 50 houses in the village and 13 households with regular 
attendees at these services.  Other households attend the services at Christmas and Easter 
as well as the Harvest Festival and Carol Service.  The average attendance at regular 
services is 13, but 50 or more attend Christmas and Harvest Festival.  We are lucky to have 
an organist (who lives in Ascott-under-Wychwood) and on special occasions (eg at the 
Carol and Benefice Services) we have a choir: this is organised by members of the Taynton 
congregation and includes a number of singers from the village as well as some from 
surrounding parishes.  There is not a village Bible Group but some of our churchgoers attend 
a Group in Burford.

Most of our regular churchgoers do not attend services in other Benefice parishes (save 
when there is a service for the Benefice as a whole).   However, a number of our regular 
churchgoers have recently attended and enjoyed the new 11.00am service at Swinbrook 
and there is appetite to consider a different form of service at Taynton that might 
appeal to a larger congregation.   

There have been 5 weddings in the Church in the past three years (two in 2016 and one 
each in 2017 and 2018).  There have also been six funerals (two in each of the past three 
years). There have not been any baptisms in the last three years.

Finances
Thanks to the generosity of the villagers, various charities and grant making bodies, the 
finances of the Church are in surprisingly good order given the scale of the expenditure 
incurred in the past two years (on the bell project and repairs to the Tower).  

The annual income of the Church is between £16,000 and £18,000 of which almost 
£12,000 is received by way of regular giving (a planned giving scheme is in existence).  
The income more or less matches the annual running costs (including £9,500 for the 
Parish Share and £1,500 of annual charitable giving).  We have reserves equivalent to 
just under two years’ expenditure, but are reliant on events (such as the village fête) to 
break even year on year.
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Asthall, Swinbrook and Widford 

Villages

Asthall, Swinbrook and Widford are traditional Cotswold villages which historically have had 
a strong farming tradition. Today, the community is skewed towards older people with a 
number of second home owners and retired people coming to live in the Cotswolds.

Churches

St Nicholas Asthall church dates from the 12th Century, with a 14th Century transept 
converted into a Chantry Chapel. It has a very rare 14th Century altar with a built in piscina 
and two reliquaries and a huge tomb recess housing a delicately carved effigy of the Lady 
Joan Cornwall.  The striking clock (c.1670)  is unmodified and therefore very rare indeed. 

Swinbrook church dates back to the 12th Century although the tower wasn’t added until 
1822. The church is spacious and light with the clear glass windows illuminating both the 
architecture and some remarkable monuments to the Fettiplace family. 

St Oswald’s is a tiny church in Widford built on the site of an earlier Roman villa or temple. 
The building is mainly 13th Century with remnants of an 11th Century Saxon or Norman 
building.  Once surrounded by a medieval village, it now stands alone among fields. 

A QI was conducted in 2018 but the Churches are believed to be in reasonably good 
condition and the Inspection has suggested various repairs and improvements that the PCC 
has agreed to undertake..  

The Community

Many of those who now live in the villages are retired or relatively elderly and a number 
of the houses in the villages are second homes.  There are 26 persons on the electoral 
roll for Asthall, Swinbrook and Widford.  The Asthall, Swinbbrook and Wiford parish draws 
people into the three churches from Swinbrook, Asthall, Widford, Asthall Leigh, Field Assarts, 
Fordwells and from other villages and towns. There are pubs in Swinbrook and Asthall which 
are busy with both locals and visitors and a very busy and well used Village Hall in Asthall 
Leigh which is the heart of this community with events on pretty well every week and a well-
attended pub night the last Friday in the month (see www.asthallleigh.co.uk).

The Swan at Swinbrook
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The Three Churches 

Asthall

There are two services a month in the Church: Evening Prayer at 6.00pm on the 2nd 
Sunday in the month (BCP) and Holy Communion (BCP) at 9.30am on the 3rd Sunday.  The 
demographic of the regular congregation is elderly and comes from different villages.  

The average attendance at regular services is 20 (2017), but is swelled greatly at Christmas, 
Easter and Harvest Festival.  

Most of this congregation does not attend services in other Benefice parishes (save when 
there is a service for the Benefice as a whole).   Recently there has been a discussion about 
St Oswald’s Widford and St Nicholas’ Asthall trying to attract a congregation that likes a 
more traditional service using the BCP with a more contemplative approach to worship. This 
new venture is underway and continuing to develop.

There have been several weddings, baptisms and funerals in the Church in the past three 
years.  

Swinbrook

There is a service of Common Worship every Sunday at 11am in the Church (known as 
Swinbrook@11).  The demographic of the regular congregation is mixed and comes from 
different villages around the benefice and beyond.  

In October 2017 about 25 people from Burford church signed up to commit to attending 
Swinbrook@11. Alex Ross and Andrew Wingfield-Digby two retired clergy committed to 
make Swinbrook@11 their priority.  The background to this is that a small number of people 
thought God was leading them to pray for revival in the ASW community and for about five 
years it appeared that nothing much happened.  Then one of the churchwardens had the 
idea of inviting people to commit to attending Swinbrook@11 – 25 people volunteered to 
the call and moved to join the new church family Swinbrook. 

Swinbrook@11 feels blessed. The Lord has been so good and regularly we see between 65-
85 each Sunday and some of these are not “traditional church-going people”.

© 2018 Burford Benefice // Registered Charity 1130342

Asthall church

Swinbrook church

Swinbrook church members
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The church uses four of the core values of the early church and which have been adopted 
by the benefice:

1. Listening to the Lord

The early church was devoted to the apostles teaching and we aim to do this primarily in:

Sunday morning preaching. 
Home-groups. At the moment we have 3 but a new one is starting in January 2019. 
Personal reading of the Bible. 
We look to the Bible for guidance and authority in all the current debates in today’s church. 

2. Speaking to the Lord in prayer and praise

The early church was devoted to prayer.

We have a prayer meeting every Monday evening. 
We have great times of praise in our music. On Sundays we have organ, piano, guitar and 
occasional trumpet. We use ancient and modern songs and hymns. 
Prayer and praise in the homegroups. 
Personal prayer and praise.

3. Spending time with the Lord’s people

The early church was devoted to fellowship.

We serve drinks after the Sunday service. Over 95% of people stay. 
We eat together- breakfasts (some at the Swan in Swinbrook), shared lunches, bbq’s. 
Homegroups have meals together. 
Occasional walks. 
Soiree planned for the church in January 2019. 
Hospitality in the church family

4. Reaching out into the Lord’s world

The Lord added daily to the early church

We deliver invitations 3 times a year for special Sundays. 
We hold Alpha and Christianity Explored courses. 
We support Christians against Poverty. 
We work hard at making visitors feel at home on Sundays. 
We encourage each to gossip the gospel and live for the Lord in our homes, workplace and 
leisure.

More information on Swinbrook@11 can be found at https://swinbrookat11.org

There have been about 12 weddings, 5 funerals, and 6 baptisms in the Church in the past 
three years.

Widford

There is a service of Evening Prayer (BCP) every fourth Sunday at 6pm during the 
Widford season (April to October) as the location of the church in the middle of a field 
dictates.

The average attendance at regular services is 14.  

Finances

Thanks to the generosity of the villagers, various charities and grant making bodies, 
the finances of Asthall, Swinbrook and Widford are in good order given the amount of 
regular maintenance needed to run three churches.

The annual income of Asthall, Swinbrook and Widford is between £33,000 and £38,000 
of which [almost £15,000] is received by way of regular giving.  The income more or 
less matches the annual running costs (including £14,000 for the Parish Share and 
£3,000 of annual charitable giving). 
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Widford church
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The Benefice Team 

Our clergy

Vicar Vacant

Associate Vicars Rev Cedric Reavley and Rev Alex Ross

Curates Rev Oliver Strange and Rev Chris Ashton 
 (both ordained in July 2018)

Licensed Lay Ministers John Leach and Roy Tarbox

Bishop Colin agreed in December 2018 that Peter Hopkins be accepted for training for 
Licenced Lay Ministry.

Other clergy linked to the Benefice by living locally and participating in our 
congregations: 

Rev Canon Andrew Wingfield Digby, retired from Christians in Sport and  
St Andrew’s, North Oxford

Rev Nick Seward, Headmaster of Kingham Hill School

Rev Andrew Savage, Chaplain of Kingham Hill School

Rev Martin Kettle, Policy Adviser in the Mission and Public Affairs  
Division of the Church of England

Rev Dr Gerard Moate, retired after ministry in Dedham and as Chaplain of Bloxham 
School, but remains Vice-Chairman of the Association of Christian Teachers

Our other staff

Operations Team Leader Ben Turner

Church Secretary Tarnia Usher

Children’s Worker Jo Vickers

Facilities Manager Allan Read

Bookings Manager Rachel Redding

Cleaner (Warwick Hall) Barry West

Vergers (Burford Church) Stephen Price and Lynnette Derry

Music Directors Charlie Cannell (Burford)

 Brian Kay (Fulbrook)

 Hilary Tadman-Robins (Swinbrook)

 Geoffrey Taylor (Taynton)

Choir Director Ruth Reavley

Pastoral Team Leader Ruth McCalman

© 2018 Burford Benefice // Registered Charity 1130342 25



The Vicarage, Burford 
The Vicarage was built in the 1950’s on the corner of Church Lane with Guildenford. 
OX18 4SD, some 200 yards from Burford Church. 

It comprises four reception rooms, including a study, kitchen and utility room, plus four 
bedrooms.

A programme of renovations is underway.
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Approximate Gross Internal Area = 229 sw m / 2465 sq ft
Total = 229 sq m / 2465 sq ft

The Vicarage, Church Lane, Burford OX18 4SD
Whilst every attempt hasbeen made toensure the accuracy of the floor plan contained here, measurements of doors, windows, room and any other items are approximate and 

no responsibility is taken for any error, omission, or mis-statement. THis plan is for illustrative purposes only and should not be used as such by any prospective purchaser.

Sitting Room 
5.62 x 5.05 
15’5 x 16’7

GROUND FLOOR FIRST FLOOR

Dining Room 
3.67 x 3.04 
12’0 x 10’0

Kitchen 
5.11 x 5.03 
16’9 x 16’6

Study 
3.74 x 3.39 
12’3 x 11’1

Dining Room 
4.33 x 3.56 
14’2 x 11’8

Utility Room 
3.81 x 2.56 
12’6 x 8’5

Bedroom 
5.19 x 4.08 
17’0 x 13’5

Bedroom 
3.37 x 3.05 
11’1 x 10’0

Bedroom 
4.12 x 2.66 
13’6 x 8’9

Bedroom 
6.42 x 3.49 
21’1 x 11’5
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The Vicarage, Burford
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