
Revelation Series 
 

I see the vision as cyclical with 7 cycles using lots of OT imagery throughout. The seven cycles depict 

the same thing – a bit like an action replay of a great goal from lots of different camera angles. Each 

of the seven cycles has seven scenes.  

Numbers are important in the revelation.  

4 = the four corners of the earth – so everywhere 

7 = Perfect or Complete  

12 = Symbolic of the totality of the people of God (explains why there are 12 Tribes of Israel & 12 

Disciples)  

1000 = a lot! 

There is even symbolic maths as 144,000 is made up of 12x12x1000 i.e. there are a lot of the total of 

the people of God. If my suggestion of the seven cycles each with scenes is correct (7x7=49) then the 

very final scene is number 50 – which in Old Testament terms is the Year of Jubilee, which is all 

about freedom and fresh starts. 

So here’s my suggested outline. Understand the big picture, and the detail will become easier. 

Prologue (1:1-19) 

Cycle 1: 
Seven Letters (2:1-3:22) 

Ephesus (2:1-7) 

Smyrna (2:8-11) 

Pergamum (2:12-17) 

Thyatira (2:18-29) 

Sardis (3:1-6) 

Philadelphia (3:7-13) 

Laodicea (3:14-22) 

Cycle 2: 
Seven Seals (4:1-8:1) 

Rider #1: conquest (6:1-2) 

Rider #2: strife (6:3-4) 

Rider #3: scarcity (6:5-6) 

Rider #4: death (6:7-8) 

Martyrs (6:9-11) 

Judgment (6:12-17) 

Silence (8:1) 

Cycle 3: 
Seven Trumpets (8:2-11:18) 

Earth stricken (8:7) 

Sea stricken (8:8-9) 

Rivers stricken (8:10-11) 

Sky stricken (8:12) 

Torment (9:1-12) 

Destruction (9:13-21) 

Kingdom come (11:15-18) 



Cycle 4: 
Seven Visions of Conflict (11:19-15:4) 

Beast of the sea (13:1-10)  

Beast of the earth (13:11-17)  

Lamb and followers (14:1-5)  

Angels (14:6-13)  

Reaping (14:14-20)  
Preview of bowls (15:1) 

Victory song (15:2-4)  

Cycle 5: 
Seven Bowls (15:5-16:21) 

Earth (16:2) 

Sea (16:3) 

Rivers (16:4-7) 

Sky (16:8-9) 

Torment (16:10-11) 

Destruction (16:12-16) 

Judgment (16:17-21) 

Cycle 6: 
Seven Words (17:1-19:10) 

Babylon (17:1-6)  

Mystery explained (17:7-18)  

Fall of Babylon (18:1-3)  

Judgment of Babylon (18:4-20)  

Death of Babylon (18:21-24)  

Victory song (19:1-5)  

Wedding (19:6-8)  

Cycle 7: 
Seven Visions of Ultimate Reality (19:11- 21:8) 

Rider (19:11-16)  

Victory supper (19:17-18)  

Enemies defeated (19:19-21) 

Satan (20:1-3)  
Reigning martyrs (20:4-10)  

Final judgment (20:11-15)  

New heaven and new earth (21:1-8)  

Epilogue (21:9-22:21) – 7×7=49; +1 = 50 = Jubilee 

 

You’ll notice that the structure isn’t exhaustive – for example the throne-room scene of Rev 4-5, and 

the dragon on Rev 12 aren’t included within the 7 subsections of cycles 2 and 4. It may be there’s a 

neater way of fitting them in, or more likely I think, they function as summary or transition scenes. 

This current series will only get us to the end of scene 1, the plan is to look at the other scenes later. 


